
 
 

April 2013 
 
Dear Sonstrust member, 
 
Welcome to the new Sonstrust Newsletter!   
 
In addition to our regular communications on the website (http://sonstrust.wordpress.com/) 
and on twitter (https://twitter.com/Sonstrust), we are now planning to write to all Trust 
members on a monthly basis… to keep you up-to-date with what’s going on, and just as 
importantly to encourage you to get involved.   
 
As Dumbarton FC enters the critical stage of its campaign to stay in the SFL First Division, the 
Trust is also looking at how we can gear up for the future of a small club that’s committed to 
moving forward with the supporters and the community – that is, with YOU – as well as on 
the pitch. 
 
Improving matchday facilities – Sky TV? 
 
For most fans, their regular contact with the Club is on a matchday. The Community Suite 
has now been redecorated. We have a pool table (and there are plans to start competitions 
from next season). People have been asking about the memorabilia: Tommy Hughes has 
been working with the Club board on this, and a brand new display cabinet is proposed. 
 
Our aim is to get the Community Suite buzzing. One issue people have raised is about getting 
Sky TV installed so that people can watch top quality football and sports events as well as 
enjoying a drink. Until now this has been prohibitively expensive. But we’ve worked out a 
way in which costs might be shared. To see if this can be done, we need to know if we could 
increase interest and business at the bar by having Sky installed.  
 
So… (1) Would you come along more often if we had Sky TV?  (2) Would you bring friends 
along and encourage others to use the Community Suite more? (3) Would you make a 
donation to a start-up fund to help get this going? Please drop us a note as soon as possible to tell 
us whether you want a TV service, and what you’d be willing to do to help it to happen.  You 
can respond through the poll on the Trust website, by dropping an email note to 
secy@sonstrust.net, or by writing in.  
 
Party at the Rock! 
 
Tickets are on sale for the end-of-season Awards bash at 7.30pm at the Rock on Saturday 4th 
May. This is being organised by the Sonstrust. It’ll be a great night: a chance to meet the 
players and staff, enjoy some food and drink and celebrate a historic Sons season. Tickets are 
ONLY £6 each with a buffet included in the price! To buy one, see Denise Currie 
(Denise.Currie@glasgow.ac.uk) or Alan Findlay (secy@sonstrust.net), or buy online through 
PayPal (membership@sonstrust.net). Let’s make it a night to remember! 
 



Fans’ say in the future of Scottish football 
 
Trust members have made their views very clear on ‘reconstruction’ and related issues at our 
recent AGM (see below) and through the website in the past few months. Our job is to make 
sure those voices are heard. We have supported the FansFirst Plan 
(http://fansfirstscotland.com/the-fansfirst-plan/) calling for larger leagues, fairer shares, 
better governance and supporter representation in decision-making. Sonstrust chair Brian 
Payne has put across our concerns to the Lennox Herald, we have initiated a statement among 
Trusts, and we are engaging with the directors of DFC and with Supporters Direct Scotland. 
The issues are still up in the air – and the football authorities are being challenged to do 
something they have frequently failed to do – listen to the people who support, fund and keep the 
game alive! 
 
AGM and Vision Strategy 
 
The Sonstrust Annual General Meeting was held on a cold night at the Abbotsford Hotel on 
25th March. Thanks to all who braved the weather and alternative attractions to come along!  
The highlights included a lively discussion with Paul Goodwin of Supporters Direct Scotland 
and Scottish Fans about how football in Scotland can be turned around, and an update on the 
development of the Sonstrust’s ‘Vision Strategy’ for the future of Dumbarton FC, presented 
by Simon Barrow (simon.barrow@ekklesia.co.uk).  
 
We reaffirmed our overall aim as a Trust as being to work collaboratively with DFC towards 
a club that is owned and run in the interests of the community and supporters. Board 
members and co-opted members were also elected, as usual. Full details are going up on the 
website.  
 
Membership and Communications 
 
Despite being a small, part-time club, Dumbarton has one of the largest and most active 
Trusts in Scottish football. We recently achieved a record membership of 350, and in spite of 
tough economic times we are still in that vicinity. Please make sure you’re up-to-date with 
your subs and encourage as many people as you can to join.  Contact membership secretary 
Tommy Hughes (tommyhughes@blueyonder.co.uk) 
 
We’d be delighted to hear your views on what the Trust can be doing, how you’d be able to 
help, and what you’d like to see in future newsletters. Email and the web will be our main 
means of communication in the future – but we will make sure that those who cannot get 
online access are kept in touch too. 
 
And don’t forget… #SupportOurSons! 
 
 
Yours,  
 
Sonstrust Board: Brian Payne (Chair), Alan Findlay (Secretary), Tommy Hughes (Membership Sec / 
Supporters Bus), Simon Barrow (Communications and Projects / Newsletter Editor), Andy Galloway 
(DFC Programme Coordinator), David Powell, and David Richardson. Co-opted: Donald Fullarton 
(DCS rep), Joanne McBride (Treasurer), Denise Currie. c/o Dumbarton Football Stadium, Castle 
Road, Dumbarton G82 1JJ. 
 

 


